THE ART OF DOG TRAINING

ALSATIANS

Over 2,700 Alsatians were registered In 1031.
In my opinion this breed of dog lias been &i\vn
an exaggerated reputation for ferocity by articles
and letters in the Press. Of course, it must be
admitted that certain representatives of the breed
have demonstrated an undesirable readiness let
attack people, but this tendency conic! often be
accounted for by two reasons: firstly* that at one
time some Alsatians were Inbred to such an extent
that a few of them were excessively nervous, and
their so-called ferocity was actually the* result of
timidity; and secondly, some people who had not
the slightest idea of how to handle or control a
dog, bought Alsatians which had been trained
for police work, and the consequent misunder-
standing between owner and dog occasionally led
to unfortunate results*

Nowadays most of the breeders and owntti* of
Alsatians endeavour to eliminate all nervous
tendencies by only breeding from bold animals,

and the purchaser can usually obtain a puppy
free from such a taint.

As a guard, the appearance alone* of an
Alsatian will deter a tramp or other evil-minded

person; and in the house it is, for Its          an
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